Randomized controlled trial to evaluate laparoscopic surgery for colorectal cancer: Japan Clinical Oncology Group Study JCOG 0404.
A randomized controlled trial was started in Japan to evaluate whether laparoscopic surgery is the optimal treatment for colorectal cancer. Patients with T3 or deeper carcinoma in the colorectum without transverse and descending colons are pre-operatively randomized to either open or laparoscopic colorectal resection. Surgeons in 24 specialized institutions will recruit 818 patients. The primary end-point is overall survival. Secondary end-points are relapse-free survival, short-term clinical outcome, adverse events, the proportion of conversion from laparoscopic surgery to open surgery, and the proportion of completion of laparoscopic surgery.